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Letter from the chairs 

 

Dear Delegates, 

 

We are pleased to welcome you to The European International Model United 

Nations (TEIMUN) conference of 2015. The topics ECOSOC are discussing are 

as follows: 

1)  Empowering Youth through Access to Information and Communication 

Technology and Media; 

2)  Combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases as proposed in the 

6th Millenium Development Goal; 

3)  Harm Reduction as a Potential Global Policy for Combatting Drugs Use. 

 

ECOSOC plays a unique role within the United Nations as a primary organ 

tasked with discussing crosscutting issues related to development, 

cooperation, and international standard setting. In addressing these issues, 

ECOSOC may initiate studies, call international conferences, submit draft 

conventions to the General Assembly, and make recommendations. Through 

policy dialogue and oversight for specialized agencies, functional 

commissions, and regional commissions, ECOSOC’s mandate allows for the 

responsibility to address problems with comprehensive approaches. 

 

We hope you will find this Background Guide useful as it serves to introduce 

you to the topics for this committee. We highly encourage you to explore 

your Member State’s policies in full detail, as well as use the recommended 

readings and further questions as part of your research to expand your 

knowledge on these topics and prepare to discuss solutions with fellow 

delegates.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Hilde Veeke and Leia Farnan 

Chairs of the Economic and Social Council of TEIMUN 2015 

 

 

  



“Young people should be at the forefront of global change and 

innovation. Empowered, they can be key agents for development and peace. 

If, however, they are left on society’s margins, all of us will be impoverished. 

Let us ensure that all young people have every opportunity to participate fully 

in the lives of their societies.” 

 

Introduction 

Empowering Youth through Access to Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) and Media has been a central element of the Economic and 

Social Council (ECOSOC) for many years. Over the past decade technology 

has transcended poverty, race, and economics to become a driving force in 

the lives of people across the world. More than two billion of us now have 

access to the Internet and five billion of us have mobile phones. 

The youth are undoubtedly growing up in a world where social media, 

mobile technology and online communities are fundamental to the way that 

they communicate, learn and develop. In recent years the speed, flexibility 

and affordability of rapidly evolving digital technology has helped slowly 

shorten the digital divide between the haves and have-nots and enabled 

millions of young people in developing countries to join the digital world. 

Increasingly, technology is being seen as a powerful development tool, used 

in the global battle to reach child and youth-focused targets in global 

education, livelihoods and health. 

When it comes to education, there is evidence that young people are 

increasingly using ICTs and technology as learning tools. Moreover, in a 

series of studies into how young people are using ICT's in Zambia, South 

Africa and Vietnam, UNICEF found that 40% of Vietnamese children surveyed 

in rural areas used the Internet for educational purposes, with 34% sending 

school-related text messages. In urban areas this spiked to 62% and 57% 

respectively. 

Undoubtedly, technology, specifically ICT, plays a central role in young 

people’s rise to prominence on a global scale. It has helped them mobilize 

and collaborate and has given them a voice where there was none before. It 

has brought them together in response to social concerns. It has connected 

them across vast geo-political barriers. That is why it is a goal of ECOSOC to 

try and empower youth through access to information and communication 

technology and media.  

 

Recent developments and current situation 

Through empowering youth, it is believed that ECOSOC will be closer to 

mainstreaming youth in the post-2015 agenda. Mainstreaming youth is the 

promotion of youth equality through empowerment initiatives to improve 

conditions for youth worldwide. This concept was first introduced in the 

1980s, when the United Nations (UN) General Assembly (GA) declared 1985 

as the “International Youth Year: Participation, Development and Peace.” 

With approximately 85% of the world’s youth living in the developing world, it 



is fundamental to mainstream youth in future initiatives. By 2050, the 

population is estimated to increase by another 2.2 billion people, with youth 

majorities in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. As the upcoming generation, 

youth must be integrated within policy-making and in the future development 

agenda. Governments must prioritize the needs of rising youth cohort in their 

respective countries, and adapt economic policies as well as political systems 

accordingly. 

ECOSOC Youth Forums have certainly attempted to mainstream youth 

needs, including those related to ICT and media access through discussions 

on the post-2015 development agenda. The most recent forum held from 2-3 

June 2014 aimed to “bring the voice of youth” in shaping the future 

development framework through a total of five working sessions which 

involved a variety of youth ambassadors. Youth participants recognized the 

urgency to prioritize youth employment and empowerment in the post-

2015 agenda. The ECOSOC President further emphasized the role of young 

people as catalysts in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG’s); his summary of the conference highlighted potential methods to 

mainstream youth, such as involving youth in the SDG monitoring and 

implementation process, mobilizing youth to pressure governments, and 

opening the decision-making process to allow youth contributions towards 

policy formulation nationally and on the international stage in the ECOSOC 

High-level segment, July 2014. 

Furthermore, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) has been a notable supporter of youth 

mainstreaming. UNESCO was the first UN agency to define and develop 

specific programs for youth and established a Youth Forum, which runs 

alongside the biennial sessions of the General Conference. This conference 

has become a unique platform for young delegates from Member States to 

exchange ideas and discuss pertaining issues among the forum and since 

1998; the Bureau of Strategic Planning has dedicated a Section for Youth, 

which directly communicates with UNESCO and youth NGOs worldwide. 

UNESCO prioritizes its work with youth through an Operational Strategy on 

Youth (2014-2021), which outlines future strategic partnerships to be created 

between youth organizations and youth-related stakeholders to promote 

youth engagement, particularly in policy formulation and decision-making 

mechanisms around economic and civic issues. 

The connection between ICT and youth has been part of the UNESCO 

agenda for many years, and is a core component of its efforts to increase 

access to education for youth in developing countries.  The development of 

ICT has facilitated the ease of the youth to acquire information and develop 

self-actualization. The focus by UNESCO is in part due to the technological 

gap between developing countries, where 31% of the population has access 

to ICT’s, and developed countries, where 77% of the population has access. 

Furthermore, research on youth’s access to ICT shows that there is a 



discrepancy between developed and developing countries, and access to ICT 

between boys and girls in developing countries. 

The presence and availability of technology to provide information are 

fundamental aspects of promoting the Information Society. The Information 

Society includes tools for accessing information for socioeconomic 

development and the growth of the information technology industry. While 

definitions of ICT may vary, UNESCO considers “the combination of 

informatics technology and applications to access them, with other related 

technologies, specifically communication technology” as ICT. Additionally, ICT 

includes developing new applications such as instant messaging, social 

networks and video-conferencing. Further, with a large part of the world’s 

population between the ages of 15 and 24, increasing access to ICT for youth 

is also a key element of the World Programme of Action for Youth (1995). The 

presence of ICT in society opens many different areas where it can be used to 

empower youth. Stakeholder participation and coordination for increasing 

ability of and access to these technologies is also essential. Therefore, 

UNESCO, along with ECOSOC has been and will further play an important role 

in advancing the partnership of ICTs and youth empowerment. 

 

International and Regional Framework  

In 1996 the United Nations General Assembly (GA) adopted resolution 50/81 

entitled “World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond 

(WPAY),” highlighting the importance of rights and development programs 

focused on youth.  The Secretary-General submitted a report to the General 

Assembly and the Economic and Social Council on the implementation of the 

WPAY; in this report, the Secretary-General reiterated the potential for ICT to 

further development efforts that directly contribute to the socioeconomic 

well-being of the youth, especially in the context of expanding access to 

pedagogic material and business development.  

In 2003, the General Assembly focused on the benefits of using ICT as 

a tool to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and entrusted 

the United Nations International Telecommunication Union (ITU) with the 

coordination of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). This 

summit was split into two phases, Geneva in 2003 and Tunis in 2005, and 

involved Member States as well as relevant UN bodies, intergovernmental 

organizations (IGOs), and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). In the 

Declaration of Principles of the Geneva phase, Member States recognized that 

the youth has a tremendous impact on ICT and vice versa; as the youth tend 

to be creators and early adopters, they must be empowered by the 

availability of ICT to develop as contributors to society and entrepreneurs.  

 

Increasing Availability of ICT for Rights and Development 

The right to freedom of expression, which is guaranteed by Article 19 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), can be enhanced by ICT in 

different ways. Therefore, it is important to promote ICT as one of the many 



ways to exercise this right. Ultimately, it is somewhat necessary to use media 

in order to allow youth to understand basic universal principles of freedom of 

expression to assist their knowledge of their rights and allow them to demand 

them. In support of this concept, the UN’s Special Rapporteur on the 

promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, 

issues a report on freedom of expression in 2011 (A/HRC/17/27) in which 

emphasizes the importance of access to ICT in exercising this right.  

 

Block positions 

Africa 

ICT use in education is at a particularly dynamic stage in Africa; new 

developments and announcements are happening on a daily basis somewhere 

on the continent. However, underdeveloped African countries are falling 

behind global standards when it comes to empowering youth through access 

to ICT.  

Nigeria, for example, is endowed with a vast amount of human and 

natural resources and has 37 federal, 37 state and 50 private universities, 

more than 90 colleges of education and polytechnics and numerous 

secondary and technical schools. Every year, thousands of these young 

Nigerians graduate from these schools with the hope of employment, career, 

and a sustainable life but all these turns into an illusion. In Nigeria, over 50 

million school age children are uneducated and only a handful of youths have 

actually used computers or know how to apply technology tools in their daily 

lives for learning and also improving their communities. Most of Nigerian 

primary and secondary schools have less than 5 – 10 computers which are 

not even used, because there is no training provided. This kind of teaching 

facility is not suited for the kind of education required by these children as 

these tend to be too far removed from practical reality. One major problem 

with the teaching in Nigeria, and African countries in general is that in this 

early stage of their training, technology training and courses are not part of 

their primary and secondary school curriculum and it is at this time that these 

young people are more likely to take interest in learning new technology. 

There is therefore the need to empower them through information technology 

and developing African countries need as much help as they can get from 

organisations such as the UN.  

 

Asia   

Information and communications technology is both an engine of growth for 

developing countries within Asia and a tool for training youth to become the 

workforce of tomorrow. Rapid advances in ICT have created tremendous 

opportunities for economic and social gains in Asia’s poorest areas. A key 

infrastructure of knowledge-based economies, ICT is a driving force for 

rapidly growing new sectors including electronics and software development, 

business process outsourcing and various internet services, which is evident 

throughout Asia.  



China supports the promotion of empowerment of youth through 

access to ICT. In China there is a firm belief that for tertiary education, the 

internet’s capacity for two-way interaction offers the greatest promise for 

improving access and affordability and for providing flexibility to combine 

work with further study, for youth. Thus, China hold the use of ICT with very 

high regard, and there are close to 1 million students studying online in 

China. Furthermore, in China there is a Youth Development Foundation 

(CYDF), which is a national non-profit NGO which works to develop Chinese 

youth through education, science and technology, amongst other things. The 

largest programme they have launched, to date, is “Project Hope” which 

seeks to help school dropouts in poor remote regions by returning them to 

school to complete elementary education. In China, the lack of ICT teaching 

facilities is a common scene in rural primary schools, where the students 

have no access to computers and internet. Project Hope has initiated a 

Computer Lab will equip a needy rural school with 20 plus computers, one 

printer and teaching material to help enhance its ICT education. The program 

will provide students access to computer knowledge and quality educational 

resources.  

 

Europe 

There are various EU cooperation frameworks in development with clear 

policy objectives for research and innovation on ICT in education. On going 

activities include promoting connectivity and developing & using ICT to 

support the connected classroom and new learning experiences. It is viewed 

that these should be adaptable to individual needs including the 

disadvantaged and those with special needs or disabilities. Throughout 

Europe there is a disparity of abilities and access when it comes to ICT. It is 

an aim of the EU to try and narrow the divide between developing rural 

areas, and developed areas within Europe in order to better suit the needs of 

all European youths. For reading on the EU’s work in order to develop the use 

of ICT’s in rural areas see this link: 

http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/information_society/strategies/si000

5_en.ht 

 

Conclusion 

With a vast amount of international policy adopted on ICTs, media and youth, 

and efforts by international organizations to mainstream youth, it is 

important and necessary that ECOSOC continue this momentum in this 

direction. The diverse areas in which ICT can be useful for youth and the 

ways to make progress on this issue are endless. Although education and 

providing information may be the most obvious uses of ICT, there are many 

more areas where ICT use is advantageous, and the committee must address 

this. For example, not only can ICT and the media be used to improve health 

care, but also it can support political participation of young people all over the 

world. The difference in access between developed and less developed 

http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/information_society/strategies/si0005_en.ht
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/information_society/strategies/si0005_en.ht


countries is also a major concern for ECOSOC and the use of ICT and media 

certainly holds numerous possibilities for youth empowerment. Thus, it is 

clear that ECOSOC, with support of other bodies such as UNESCO should 

further work with national governments and civil society in developing 

countries to implement projects and programs for youth, especially for girls 

and the rural communities. 

 

Questions A resolution Must Address (QARMAs) 

1. What are the geographical areas where the implementation of ICT is 

underdeveloped?  

2. In what ways can public-private partnerships increase access to ICT 

and media and how can they be created or promoted?  

3. How can access to ICT and media be further integrated within the 

education system?  

4. What are some solutions for making the access to ICT and media 

cheaper and more accessible?  

5. How can Member States work with ECOSOC in order to support 

innovation and advancement of ICT for youth empowerment? 
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